


Revelation 1:5-6 NASB1995

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves 
us and released us from our sins by His blood— 6 and He has 
made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to 
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.



Revelation was written to seven real churches 
that existed during the time the letter was 
written. These churches could represent types 
or characteristics of churches found in any 
time period including ours.

Foundation for Revelation



Revelation was written in the context of a 
fallen world, when empires ruled under the 
influence of dark spiritual forces. These forces 
are still at work in the world today. Revelation 
gives saints instructions on how to respond to 
such powers then and now.

Foundation for Revelation



There will be a real imminent 
return of Christ.

Foundation for Revelation



Revelation 1:9-11  NASB1995

I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and 
kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island 
called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind 
me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a 
book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”



Revelation 1:12-14  NASB1995

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And 
having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the 
middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed 
in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with 
a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like white 
wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.



Daniel 7:13-14  NASB1995

“I kept looking in the night visions,
And behold, with the clouds of heaven
One like a Son of Man was coming,
And He came up to the Ancient of Days
And was presented before Him.
“And to Him was given dominion,
Glory and a kingdom,
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language
Might serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
Which will not pass away;
And His kingdom is one
Which will not be destroyed.”



Revelation 1:15-16  NASB1995

His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made 
to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of 
many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and 
out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His 
face was like the sun shining in its strength.



Revelation 1:17-18  NASB1995

When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And 
He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; 
and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades.



“That He has the keys of death and of Hades 
certainly implies that the destiny of human souls 
is entirely under the jurisdiction of Jesus Christ.”

- W.M. Smith



Revelation 1:19-20  NASB1995

Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which will take place after 
these things. 20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which 
you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: 
the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.



Perseverance

Endured

Toil

Tribulation

Suffer

Thrown in prison

Words to the Churches

Poverty

Be faithful until death

Killed

Hold fast

Few people in Sardis who have 
not soiled their garments



Overcomes

Words to the Churches



Matthew 16:15-18 NASB1995

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh 
and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
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Over 250 connections in Revelation to Old 
Testament passages.

Read Ezekiel 1, Daniel 10, Revelation 1:12-17 
and notice the similarities.

Revelation and Old 
Testament Connections



Revelation 22:12-13  NASB1995

“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render 
to every man according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”



Revelation 22:14-16  NASB1995

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have 
the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the 
city. 15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral 
persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone 
who loves and practices lying. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel 
to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”



Revelation 1:5-6  NASB1995

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves 
us and released us from our sins by His blood— 6 and He has 
made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to 
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.



Jesus wins




