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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law. 24 And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-25 (ESV)
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The fruit of the Spirit is
the character of God

that He shares with us.



The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the 
presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then 
a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and 
shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake 
came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the 
fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he 
pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the 
mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?”

1 Kings 19:11-13 (NIV)
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When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together 
in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 
each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them.

Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)



• Power and gentleness are NOT opposites
• Counterfeit = weakness, social sweetness
• Gentleness = strength under control for

the good of others



Gentleness = Essential Quality Of Spiritual Leadership



Gentleness = Essential Quality Of Spiritual Leadership

ELDER
An overseer, then, must be 
above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 3 not addicted to wine or 
pugnacious, but gentle, 
peaceable, free from the love
of money.

1 Timothy 3:2-3 (NASB)
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PASTOR
And the Lord's servant must not 
be quarrelsome but kind to 
everyone, able to teach, 
patiently enduring evil, 
25 correcting his opponents with 
gentleness. God may perhaps 
grant them repentance leading 
to a knowledge of the truth...

2 Timothy 2:24-25 (ESV)
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ALL BELIEVERS
Remind the people to be subject 
to rulers and authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready to do 
whatever is good, 2 to slander no 
one, to be peaceable and 
considerate, and always to be 
gentle toward everyone.

Titus 3:1-2 (NIV)



All Spiritual Influence Flows From Gentleness

EVANGELISM
...but in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect...

1 Peter 3:15 (ESV)

DISCIPLESHIP
Nor did we seek glory from 
people, whether from you or 
from others, though we could 
have made demands as apostles 
of Christ. 7 But we were gentle 
among you, like a nursing 
mother taking care of her own 
children.

1 Thessalonians 2:6-7 (ESV)

SPIRITUAL CARE
Brothers, if anyone is caught in 
any transgression, you who are 
spiritual should restore him in a 
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted.

Galatians 6:1 (ESV)



Behold, the Lord GOD comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him;  
behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him.

Isaiah 40:10 (ESV)

Who has measured the waters in 
the hollow of his hand and 
marked off the heavens with a 
span, enclosed the dust of the 
earth in a measure and weighed 
the mountains in scales and the 
hills in a balance?

Isaiah 40:12 (ESV)
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All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and 
no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone 
know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him.

Matthew 11:27 (NASB)
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“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

Matthew 11:28-30 (NASB)



• HUMILITY

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love.

Ephesians 4:1-2 (NIV)

How To Cultivate Gentleness:



• HUMILITY
• EMPATHY

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep 
watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.

Galatians 1:6 (ESV)

How To Cultivate Gentleness:
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